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. : :<> , .. ,-·· :.:: ; .. One óf· the gre.at.: f,;r~ustrati ons bese~'ti_ng the student · . 
of'· any ·.Mesoamerica.ii-.:. ¡~ult?-r.'~' 'is }he .. ··1a'ek of· systematically assemb1.ed 

1 '¿: J:l~:t~ wb,~eh may 'sérve as . a/ .aource .not only. for mo;re ín-dé·pth studies·, 
'bu:t :cons.titUte ... a ,J~asic . ~/'Ork of :refe'·renc'e and con'sli1tatiort. ·. Such'·a. · 

• '.. • • •• • • -"; 1 ' • • •• _ .• ,/(::''< . . :. ,. ·' . . . . 

· ;.:. c'~tpus · would b.:ril)g tog~tl,l.e:z:;, data ·or . specific segmerfts of · dáta .be;.. 
, r. . · ·. ... . ) .. · ... · ... . . . , . :. . . : . , , . . 

· ' .. :';··;,. · l~nging t o a l:l~rt:icu~.a~ ·,. cu~::ture at the descripti ve.; and·. c;lassj.ficat .. 'O¡-y 
•' ' •• . 1 '. .- ·t', • • . . ' • •• . • • ._:.:- _:H~:·. lév~;1S. ,:p!l analysts. I~ shoü;id fbrm : tne basis for, .. ~libsequent chrorio- . 

1ogi caf,'.:· e omparati ve, and .::.soci o-cultüral .. studie s f·oqu,~i.I1g on areas . 
Of f.ormaii$-tij;·.c, a:P,(i esihet i C C onsider.cit j:ons as well as~ tll.ose re1ated . 
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t o .. ·· t:h~> ?.J.:ú-ti,f,tre~.ts :.~::fae~:t;.rs~~:l- sys:t.ems ·~ · . Be~t.riz .de . l,~ :,. ~_uent·etl973 :7) · ~. .. 
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~s it poss_ible ·to defi.fie s~y1es, _ 'to inte.:r:;pr~t .Symbo1s, ·or to define 
leve1s .:·of artisti e a.e.h±e~~·lJl.ent wi.thout fi rst .:ktt:tdyüfg : the art.ffact s 
individually ora$ a :groiipi'?·1i ~eatriz de ·la :Buénte publj.shed·· .. ~he . first 
compreh$ns.i ve catalogUe .of 01me;c ¡¡ronuÍnental .~ipulpture • . It hás . beé,ome 
an . i~9-i spensi ble work ot,,:. consu1;tati on f:or an~ ':sch:o1ar WhO i S attempt ing 
to tÚ1ra.vel the myste.r;.ies of past ci vilizati'ons oy:'·'shedding light on 
tne · history, customs~ and beliefs of the ·earliest . of the ·great Meso
ameri~an· civ.~l.i-zat 1 on~ ·: thr ough t -he oi'lJy evidence ·,ávailab1:e : - their 
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artifact-a .. .. Alás~ · · her catalogue i~s liihitéd ·to mJmuméntal sou1ptures. 
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·- :. · As ·part of a. . systemat1c· pu.blicatio;ns program which, · e-(ren-
... t:ually:., w'f:ti make_ availab1e a significant • co.rpus of Olmec smal1~ -por

·ta~~, sc~~·p~u,.r_e,. .. r ., her,ef.p,. s~pmi~ · a , statement outl,ining the ptogr~.ss o :f ' ' 
a . wor¡c .i .n.. c·aurs~. ' th:e :fJrst .::vol'illll.e · of a ca_:talo~· on Olmec ·smalL.}:lóúlp-
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, published -B~for_~. 011\e·f?·: ~~es w~~}: ?.o~si~~r . v;o~ .~Y~, .celt·s; an_d plaque-
.· · ·:. · fi~es ~ ~ight:é.en • are vát~v~· .. ~áx·es; ·:f.ifte'eb. ~a.re;,, p,laque...:.{U:e~ :; and. tweilty-
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· · ·': ~·. ,.:::-:t:hes~ ·:piecé:s ··.wil+.· ... be.·: .. , c.on$~de¡.e<i:. ~1l t~:r~s of · th~Ú~_.4i.~o,ov~ry and a.r.chaeo... 
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··· tüstpry )~d: _· pres.e,n,:t:: _lo,o:~t:;~. on, lf.11''t.1 1>i-l!J .l.i''ogr~?,;p'94o re,t~~é~_ces. W~tk: .~Jlás al-:-
_.':>téad:~':J:>éen ;: c~~plete.a ) >n ·-':~l:l · but¡: f onr: lv'ot i ve axes,_ >P.~P:~-., _p~aqu_~~~-~·:s ., · ~nd 
-se<ven: :~(:é,l-~'~:! .. :}~ thi~ · col'l~~xt~'.·T .·w?u·ld.~ ;a :Lso 1i.ki \ to>~~~~ :t .. h.at up.der .a 
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